Expressive Drawing Lesson Plan Grade 5  
Lesson developed by Sarah Elminshawi
	Expectations
	· create two- and three-dimensional art works that express feelings and ideas inspired by their own and others’ points of view

· demonstrate an understanding of composition, using selected principles of design to create narrative art works or art works on a theme or topic

· use elements of design in art works to communicate ideas, messages, and understandings

· use a variety of materials, tools, and techniques to determine solutions to design challenges

· explain how the elements and principles of design are used in their own and others’ art work to communicate meaning or understanding

	Materials and Resources
	Paper suitable for drawing. The choice of medium is up to the teacher, but limiting the choice to one medium, either pencil, pen, marker, charcoal or oil or chalk pastels will encourage the students to really explore one medium to create a variety of lines and movement. The teacher may want to have a basket full of interesting and varied objects such as toy cars, figurines, markers, key chains, found objects, to have the students choose from for reference for their drawing assignment.

	Important Terminology
	Expressive line, movement, lines: thick, thin, wavy, curly, dotted, loose, tight, heavy, light, dark, wispy, etc.

Searching Lines: This term refers to the process of sketching out loose, very light lines on the paper to determine the shape of the object or subject that is to be created. Instead of the student worrying about creating the perfect shape in their first attempt to illustrate their image, they continue to lightly sketch the rough shape of their image using “searching lines”, which are loose, light sketchy lines that help the student resolve their drawing challenge on paper, instead of in their heads. Encourage the students not to use erasers for this assignment, as they will then have to continuously work to complete their drawing while including their sketching lines. The “searching lines” create interesting movement and dimension to the artwork. Referring to this approach in Kim Adam’s work will aid in illustrating the expectations for the students.

	Background Knowledge
	Students may have had some drawing experience but this may be a new for some. The goal for this assignment is not to achieve perfection but to explore the art of drawing and creating. 

	Minds On!
	Begin this assignment with an introduction to Kim Adams’ Beaver Casino Hotels, 1998. Discuss the various types of lines created, and most importantly, how these lines really express his subject and give movement to his drawings. His work looks like it wants to jump off the page! Invite the students to interpret his work and how the various use of line affects the way the viewer experiences his work.

	Lesson Overview
	 1-2 40 minute classes:

· Begin the class by introducing Kim Adams’ Beaver Casino Hotels, 1998
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(this artwork can be accessed by going to the Museum London website http://museumlondon.ca/ and searching for it on the “collections” page – type in the title of the artwork Beaver Casino Hotels).
· The element of art that you will be focusing on is the creation of line in expressive line drawings

· Introduce the various types of line that can be created with a simple pencil or charcoal on paper. These line types are outlined in the “Terminology” section of this template. The teacher can either demonstrate creating these lines on paper or can work with the class in identifying these lines in Adams’ artwork. Again, the teacher may choose to use any medium they would like.

· Introduce the Expressive Drawing Assignment. This assignment will focus on having the students draw an inanimate object such as a car, truck, building, etc., and give it a sense of movement, (bring it to life), using expressive line. It will be important for the teacher to differentiate bringing an inanimate object to life versus animating an object by giving it human characteristics. Adams’ work is a great example of this.

· Students can choose an object from the “found objects” basket or choose an object from around the classroom to use as a reference for their drawing.

· Emphasize the use of various types of line to create this image, and the teacher may have a “no erasers” rule to make sure that the students work lightly when beginning their drawings and that they think critically when creating “searching lines” to figure out how to create their object.

	Consolidation
	Students will be encouraged to share their work at the end of the assignment. This encourages reflective practices for the creative process as well as providing rationale for their artistic choices. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how to create expressive line using various types of lines and will have practice in drawing. The teacher may choose to have a “Gallery Walk” to culminate this activity. Each student places their work on their desk and takes a walk around the room to look at their peer’s artwork. You may have paper beside the artwork where students may leave constructive comments, or you may return as a group to share thoughts about work that the students have found interesting. The structure is up to the teacher. The goal is to share the artwork and discuss the process.
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